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Social issues in To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee
Introduction
The central themes and issues of To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee are still relevant today in our society even it was set in the fictional American town of Maycomb. The three main issues in this novel were prejudice and tolerance, courage, and knowledge. To Kill a Mockingbird is narrated from the perspective of a young girl identified as Scout who is also the daughter of another central character that is Atticus Finch. Atticus acts as the voice of rationalism and justice speaking out in a town full of highly ignorantly and emotional prejudiced people. Throughout To Kill a Mockingbird, the integrity and courage of Atticus never wavers as the author shows him as one of the few figures who truly hold moral beliefs and justice above the society of prejudiced people.
 Prejudice and tolerance are displayed in To Kill a Mockingbird when Atticus took the Tom Robinson case. Robinson who is a black man is accused of raping a white woman known as Mayella Ewell.In that subplot, the Maycomb’s prejudice nature is clearly exhibited through various instances. For example, despite Atticus proving the innocence of Tom Robinson, the white jury still declared Tom guilty.is Scout sees different forms of prejudice, in particular, socially and racially. 
Subsequently, she better comprehends the advice Atticus gave her before judging people it’s imperative for her to climb into another’s skin and walk around in it. Also, Scout learns about tolerance such as holding her tongue, restraining her temper, and comprehending her place in the world of adults, through her experiences.Besides she sees that her father is right about the diversity of people and that every individual deserves the right to be accepted (Lee, pg. 58).
The theme of courage in To Kill a Mockingbird is shown by Atticus during the dog scene; where Atticus was courageous when he stops in the menacing dog's path and shot it with the gun. More so, Atticus acted courageously when he went to the jailhouse to protect Robinson from the mob. Also, Atticus used Mrs. Dubose as an example of true courage to explain that courage is not a man with a gun but rather someone who always fight for what’s right whether they win or not.
Another vital theme in this novel is knowledge.Atticus stated that educators will tell us that children who are left behind suffer terrible feelings of inferiority. Therefore, all men have not been created equal in the sense that some persons are smarter than others. It is because some people are born with gifts beyond the normal scope of most men. Also, Calpurnia believes that there exist two types of knowledge that is the kind that is obtained from reading a book and the other kind commonly called "wisdom". Another example of knowledge is where Scout was already ahead of others, on her first day in school. The teacher attempts to slow her down but she thinks different. Scout obtains valuable information from various people such as Miss Maudie, Dill, Jem, Atticus, and Dolphus Raymond (Elkin, pg. 65).

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the book by Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird is quite beautiful because the author writes it with a fiercely progressive ink. Lee writes about racism and its very foundation with so much skill and confidence that carries the reader along and that is why I liked it. Consequently, I would recommend it to someone because the novel has a clear depiction of American tribalism in its three significant manifestations: class, region, and race. Therefore, through the use of various issues such as prejudice and tolerance, courage, and knowledge; Harper Lee helps a reader understand the social issues bedeviling America.
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